The Indian Constitutional Tangle         33
of the wan   I may reiterate that all along I had
not forgotten that we are also in danger, that
we are vitally concerned, that our fate is linked
with that of the British."   Again he said, " It is
essential for us to give all support for intensifying
the war effort in  defence of India."   In what
marked contrast do these expressions stand to the
statements of Mr. Gandhi who said, " Ic becomes
necessary to make it clear that the vast majority
of the people of India are not interested in the
war!"   At another place Mr. Gandhi remarked
that the Congress made no distinction between
Nazism and the British Government whom Mr.
Gandhi dubs as 4 double autocracy/   The whole
trouble with the British Government was that
they seemed to be too punctilious about consti-
tutional formalities and too apprehensive  about
the possible reactions in the Congress camp.   The
Congress was not and is not prepared even to
look at the Viceregal proposals; it insisted on a
previous declaration of the independence of India
and a process of constitution-making of its own
design.    It also showed no concern whatever for
the armed defence of India and no anxiety to help.
The League, on the other hand, did not ask for
impossible declarations; it only wanted an assur-
ance that no such declaration be made as would
prejudge  the  constitutional issue or  prejudice
any party's position*   The League did not demand